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Bradwell B Development Ecology Impacts Factsheet 

“The Blackwater Estuary is a Premier League site for birds. One of the top 20 most 
important sites in the UK and recognised internationally for its significant habitats 

and wildlife.” RSPB website Bradwell case study. 

 

Ecology, Flora, and Fauna 

v The site directly borders and, in places, overlaps national and internationally protected nature 

conservation sites, including NNRs, SACs, SPAs, SSIs and a RAMSAR site. The landscape 

supports tens of thousands of wintering birds and, in the summer, is home to significant 

populations of ringed plovers and little terns, all of which would be negatively impacted. 

v There would be negative impacts on the Marine Conservation Zone, including the rare Essex 

native oyster, mussel and clam stocks and the highly protected priority-listed short-snouted 

seahorses recently discovered in the estuary. 

v Water intake and outfall into the estuary for cooling, scouring the seabed would negatively 

impact the estuary ecology, raising temperatures, killing fish stocks and marine life. 

v The proposed bypasses, park & rides and truck parks would also harm the local environment, 

fauna, and flora from Danbury to the west and Woodham Ferrers in the southwest, including 

the beautiful treelined Green Lanes to the north of Southminster. 

v The 460 hectares (equal to 859 full-size football pitches!) covered by the construction site 

would completely alter this unique and beautiful peninsular. This rural area of farmland, salt 

marsh and internationally important tidal estuary and wetlands would become the biggest 

building site in Europe in the medium term (10 – 12 years) and an industrial landscape equal 

to 186 football pitches in the long term. Furthermore, two giant 160-meter-wide, 60-meter-high 

cooling towers, standing on the 8-meter site platform, would dominate the low-lying terrain of 

this liminal space. 

v The carbon footprint and ecological impact of the estimated 6 million tonnes of construction 

material required to build the double reactor and its related transportation, manufacture, and 

extraction defy the terms green, clean or low carbon. In addition, extractive uranium mining to 

fuel nuclear reactors is highly harmful to ecosystems and communities and is carbon-

intensive. We also cannot ignore the long-term issues with radioactive waste and harmwz.  

Please see our website for more information on the threats of this proposal to our ecology, 
communities, heritage, and wellbeing. And subscribe to our newsletter and social media to 

get news updates and Calls to Action. www.bradwellban.com 
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